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© A system of elements for the assembly of a kit type cabinet 



© The side panels (2), base (3) and top (4) of a 
filing cabinet are assembled swiftly and simply by 
means of interlocking bars (7) incorporated into each 
component; the design of the bar remains the same 
throughout, with holes (8) and projections (9) and at 
least one catch (10) arranged in such a way that 
when two bars (7) are offered face to face, a minimal 



aligning movement suffices to unite the two asso- 
ciated components and obtain a rigid connection 
with each catch (10) penetrating the opposite bar. 
The back (5) of the cabinet is secured to the side 
panels (2) with pins (11) insertable through oblong 
slots (12) distributed along the meeting edges, and 
locked by rotating through a quarter turn. 
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Th inv ntion r lates to a syst m of elem nts 
for the assembly of a kit type cabinet, suitabl in 
particular for a roll front cabin t. 

Compared to cabin ts with hinged or sliding 
doors, roll front cabinets offer the advantage of 
totally unobstructed frontal access obtained by vir- 
tu of the fact that the front, embodied normally in 
two sections, can be rolled back along internal 
tracks afforded by the side panels and thus con- 
cealed. 

However, conventional roll front cabinets betray 
th disadvantage of being embodied generally as a 
one-piece structure of which the members cannot 
be dismantled into single components for transport 
purposes. Thus, the cabinet has to be transported 
in its finished state, occasioning considerable in- 
convenience in handling and high freight costs by 
reason of the extensive space required. 

Such difficulties are overcome in part by pro- 
viding conventional cabinets with hand holes in the 
sid panels, which afford a grip for the special 
gloves used by removal and freight personnel, 
though this is clearly an expedient of little practical 
worth. 

The prior art also embraces cabinets manufac- 
tured as kits for erection on site, though generally 
with complicated and costly assembly systems. 

The object of the present invention is to over- 
come such drawbacks by embodying a cabinet 
which, for a manufacturing cost broadly compara- 
bl with that of conventional cabinets of the types 
mentioned above, affords ease of transportation 
and swift and simple erection, and requires no 
tools for assembly. 

A further object is to achieve a saving in freight 
costs and reduce the labour required in handling 
and assembly of the cabinet. 

The stated objects are fully realized in a sys- 
t m of elements according to the invention, by 
means of which to effect the assembly of a cabinet 
supplied in kit form of the type comprising: 

- two side panels; 

- a base; 

- a top; 

- a one-piece or sectional back; 

- a roll front embodied in one or more pieces, 
such as can be drawn back and concealed 
within the side panels or the top; or hinged 
doors, characterized in that it comprises: 

- a plurality of identical interlocking bars ap- 
plied to the side panels, to the base and to 
the top, each affording a plurality of holes, a 
plurality of anchor projections and at least 
one locking catch or tooth, by m ans f 
which to assembl th sid panels with th 
base and th top of the cabin t; 

- a plurality of locking pins insertabl through 
r spective slots distribut d along th periph- 



ral edg s of th sections forming the back 
and along the rear edge of each sid panel, 
by means of which to assembl th back 
sections with on anoth r and with th sid 
5 panels. 

The invention will now be described in detail, 
by way of example, with the aid of the accompany- 
ing drawings, in which: 

- fig 1 and 2 are overall and detail illustrations 
10 respectively, both in perspective, of the sin- 
gle components of the cabinet and of the 
elements used in their assembly; 

- figs 3, 4 and 5 are different views of pins and 
slots used in assembly of the cabinet; 

75 - fig 6 is the frontal view of one element of the 
system disclosed; 

- fig 7 is the section through l-l in fig 6. 

With reference to the drawings, 1 denotes the 
assembly of discrete components making up a roll 

20 front cabinet manufactured and supplied as a kit. 

The components in fig 1 comprise two side 
panels 2, a base 3, a top 4, and a back panel 5 
which in the example illustrated is embodied in two 
sections 5a and 5b. Advantageously, each side 

25 panel 2 consists in a hollow parallelepiped struc- 
ture accommodating a pre-assembled roll front 6 of 
conventional design slidable in tracks (likewise con- 
ventional) mounted internally of the hollow struc- 
ture. 

30 7 denotes a bar constituting one element of the 
system according to the present invention, which 
affords two rows of holes 8 and projections 9; more 
exactly, each row comprises a plurality of holes 9 
and a plurality of projections 9 in alignment one 

35 with another. The bar 7 also affords at least one 
locking catch or tooth 10 of dimensions such as to 
engage in one hole 8 of another identical bar. 

The bars 7 are incorporated into the sides 
panels 2 and into the base 3 and top 4, in such a 

40 way as to enable a swift and simple assembly of 
these same components. In effect, it suffices sim- 
ply to offer each side panel 2 to the corresponding 
end of the base 3 in such a way that the holes and 
projections afforded by the bar 7 associated with 

45 the panel are aligned with the projections and holes 
afforded by the bar associated with the base, 
whereupon a small sideways movement of the pan- 
el in relation to the base causes the catch 10 to 
snap into a respective hole 8 and thus establish a 

so stable and captive interlock between the compo- 
nents. 

At all events, bearing in mind the possible 
need to dismantle the components at some suc- 
cessiv stag , th bas will be mbodi d with an 
55 inspection hoi (not illustrated) through which also 
to insert a scr wdriv r or oth r suitable tool and 
displace th catch suffici ntly to nabl separation 
of th two bars by ffecting th necessary side- 
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th base and th top of the cabin t; 
- a plurality of locking pins (11) ins rtable 
into corresponding slots (12) distributed 
along th peripheral dges of th sec- 
5 tions (5a, 5b) forming the back (5) and 

along the rear edge of each side panel 
(2), by means of which to assemble the 
back sections (5a, 5b) with one another 
and with the side panels (2). 

70 

2. A system of elements as in claim 1, wherein 
each bar (7) is associated stably with another 
bar by breasting the two together and sliding 
either or both in relation to the other in such 

75 way that the projections (9) and holes (8) of 

the one bar and the holes (8) and projections 
(9) of the other are made to interlock. 

3. A system of elements as in claim 1, wherein 
20 each bar (7) comprises two parallel rows of 

holes (8) and projections (9) each with the 
relative holes and projections disposed in mu- 
tual alignment. 



ways movem nt. 

The assembly of the side panels 2 and the top 
4 is accomplished likewise in th mann r de- 
scribed abov but with the sol diff r nc that, in a 
preferred embodiment, the relative bars will afford 
single rows of holes and projections. 

According to the invention, the connection be- 
tween the back 5 and the two side panels 2, and 
b tween the sections 5a and 5b of the back if 
mbodied in more than one piece, is effected by 
way of pins 1 1 likewise constituting an element of 
the system disclosed. 

Each pin 11 comprises a boss 14 with two 
wings 15, and is insertable in one of a plurality of 
slots 12 afforded by the back sections 5a and 5b 
and by the rear edge of each side panel 2. 

The single slot 12 comprises a central portion 
of substantially circular shape with two oppositely 
disposed appendages 13, such that the diameter of 
the circular part is less than the distance between 
the farthest ends of the appendages 13. Thus, the 
pin 11 is insertable through the slot 12 with the 
wings 15 and the appendages 13 in axial align- 
ment, and rotatable thereupon (preferably through 
90j) in such a way as to offset the wings and 
appendages and obtain the appropriate locking ac- 
tion. 

The foregoing description implies no limitation 
as regards the ultimate embodiment of the inven- 
ti n. 

For example, the system of elements disclosed 
might be incorporated into the components of a 
cabinet with a single roll front stowed in one side 
panel, or with a single roll front stowed in the top, 
or indeed of a cabinet with conventional hinged 
doors, typically for office use. 

Claims 

1. A system of elements for the assembly of a kit 
type cabinet comprising: 

- two side panels (2); 

- a base (3); 

- a top (4); 

- a one-piece or sectional back (5; 5a-5b); 

- a roll front (6) embodied in one or more 
pieces, such as can be drawn back and 
concealed within the side panels (2) or 
the top (4); or hinged doors, 
characterized 

in that it comprises: 

- a plurality of identical interlocking bars 
(7) applied to the sid pan Is (2), to the 
bas (3) and to th top (4), each afford- 
ing a plurality of hoi s (8), a plurality of 
anchor projections (9) and at least one 
locking catch or tooth (10), by means f 
which to assembl th sid panels with 



25 4. A system of elements as in claim 1, wherein 
each bar (7) comprises a single row of holes 
(8) and projections (9) disposed in mutual 
alignment. 

30 5. A system of elements as in claim 1, wherein 
each bar (7) comprises at least one catch or 
tooth (10) positioned to engage in one hole (8) 
of another bar and thus lock the two bars 
rigidly together. 

35 

6. A system of elements as in claims 1 and 5, 
wherein each bar (7) is accessible internally by 
way of at least one hole, provided in the base 
or the top, through which the catches (10) can 

40 be located and unseated to dismantle the cabi- 

net. 

7. A system of elements as in claim 1, wherein 
the shape of the single slot (12) appears sub- 

45 stantially circular with two oppositely disposed 

appendages (13), such that the diameter of the 
circular part is less than the distance between 
the farthest extremities of the two appendages. 

so 8- A system of elements as in claims 1 and 7, 
wherein the single pin (11) comprises a boss 
(t4) affording two oppositely disposed wings 
(15), insertable respectively through the cir- 
cular portion of th slot (12) and through th 

55 two opposit ly disposed app ndag s (13), and 

rotatable following ins rtion in such a mann r 
as to offset th wings from th appendages 
and thus disallow r moval of th pin from the 
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slot. 

9. A syst m of I ments as in claim 1, wherein 
th sid pan I (2) of the cabin t consists in a 
hollow parallelepiped structure internally ac- 
commodating a pre-assembled roll front (6) 
mounted slidably to tracks within the hollow 
structure. 
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